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The long wait of the Dominican Catho-
lic School family for the construction of 
its gymnasium is now over. Finally, it 
has been completed and now proudly 
stands at its Yigo campus.  

The Rite of Blessing of the Veritas Hall, 
DCS' new gymnasium/auditorium was 
presided by His Excellency, Most Rev. 
Michael J. Byrnes last June 1, 2018. He 
was assisted by Rev. Fr. Danny Fer-
randiz, pastor of Santa Bernadita Parish. 
The blessing was attended by Domini-

can sisters on Guam and  from Taiwan, DCS teachers and staff, some students and parents, Dominican 
laity, friends and benefactors of the school. Office of Catholic Education Superintendent Richard Alvia 
and other teachers and administrators from other Guam catholic schools also joined the Dominican 
community.  Yigo Mayor Rudy Matanane likewise graced the occasion.  

The gathering was made special by the pres-
ence of the Dominican Sisters Provincial Pri-
oress, Sr. Cecilia Hsu, OP based in Taiwan 
who was on the island for her canonical visit 
to the three Dominican communities from 
May 26 - June 4, 2018.  She was accompa-
nied by two other sisters from Taiwan, Sr. 
Loida Lim, OP, provincial secretary and Sr. 
Anita Ong, OP, assistant provincial treasur-
er. 

A Thanksgiving Mass was celebrated by His Excellency, Most Rev. Michael J. Byrnes and concelebrat-
ed by Rev. Fr. Danny Ferrandiz after the blessing followed by a simple fellowship lunch at the school 
cafeteria.  

DCS will forever be grateful to the Prioress 
and her Council of the Province of St. Vin-
cent Ferrer (Taiwan) for their kindness and 
generosity to fund the project and likewise to 
all the parents, guardians, students, teachers, 
and benefactors who prayed, supported and 
collaborated together in order for this dream 
become a reality. Deo Gratias! —Mr. Iñigo 
San Pablo 

Blessing of Veritas Hall, Yigo Guam 



Catherine, a student at the School of Theology in  
Fu Jen University was recruited by Sr. Josephine 
Tan, OP. She attended the  Sunday Catechism at 
St. Christopher Church, Taipei under Sr. Teresita 
Lin, OP. Catherine was baptized by Fr. Toto, the 
Assistant Parish Priest of St. Christopher Church 
on June 24, 2018 the Solemnity of St. John the 
Baptist held at San Lorenzo Church. Catherine 
together with her four classmates will receive 
their First Communion this coming August 2018.  

            JULIO 

4   Sor Asunción Yen   C 

8   Sor Flordelisa Ordoñez  C 

21  Sor Daniela Pang   S 

23  Sor Socorro Teofilo            C  

25  Sor Versamin Calamiong  C          



少女城於 107年 6月 17日在三地

聖十字架堂舉辦感恩的心音樂會，

到場參與的嘉賓與親友及遠道而

來的修女們（高雄團體）不畏風雨

來為少女城院生支持鼓勵，雖然天

氣不佳，但觀眾們的熱情並未因此而被澆熄，整場音樂

會除了優美的琴聲外，也多了份感動，一首首歌曲伴奏

著優美的鋼琴聲，現場的掌聲不斷響起，觀眾一聲聲的

喊著”安可、安可”無不讓人為她們這幾年的成長感到

驕傲，除了感到驕傲外，也感謝學習音樂路上幫助她們

的老師，若沒有老師們的幫助及院生們的努力就沒有

今日的少女城弦樂團。 

On June 17, 2018 The students of Girl's 
Town was featured in a Musical Concert 
held at the Church of the Holy Cross which 
highlighted the musical training they re-
ceived through the years. Through the effort 
of their Music teacher and the students 
themselves we are proud to present the 
Girls' Town String Ensemble. 



 It was already late March and we still don't have a retreat master...as a last ditch of ef-

fort coupled with prayers and earnest supplications to the BVM, with fingers crossed an email 

was sent to the last but not the least name on the list of possible facilitators—Fr. Gerard 

Timoner, OP. Lo and behold, within just 50 minutes the reply came, Fr. Gerard said he would 

love to be with the OP Misioneras in Taiwan  for our annual retreat  and so with some easy ad-

justments and permission from the Prioress Provincial to fly this priest from Rome to Taipei 

and back, the date was set, plane ticket was booked and the retreat house notified.  

 And so from June 21-26, under the sure guidance and solid  teaching of our dear Broth-

er Gerard , the Socius of the Master of the Order for Asia Pacific Region and an appointee of 

Pope Francis to the International Theological Commission, we listened and meditated on the 

“Preaching the Gospel of Love and Mercy”, his topic summarized here in a nutshell: Knowing 

the obstacles in Preaching the Gospel— Acedia: Remembering the love we had at first. Shaking 

the dust off our feet, makes us effective evangelizers, prevents contamination of the Good 

News with “bad news”, toxic memories. For preachers of the Gospel, the first apostolate is to 

live in community; our communities ought to be holy preaching. The evangelical counsels are 

instruments for the perfection of love. The essence of poverty is sharing, chastity is a way of 

loving, obedience is the principle of our unanimity of heart and mind. Our greatest act of char-

ity is to evangelize. We have been nourished and refreshed by the  words we heard from this 

preacher but what impressed most of the Sisters, if not everyone, was  Fr. Gert’s humility, sim-

plicity, friendship and real Dominican brotherly love. 

 On the 27th we had a pilgrimage at the Minor Basilica of the Immaculate Concepcion in 

Wanjin and visited the Dominican Nuns of the Monastery of the Mother of God. The day was 

spent bonding together at Kenting National Part reaching the southernmost point of Taiwan. 

Our gratitude to our Prioress Provincial Sr. Cecilia for allowing us to make this trip. The next  

2 days was the continuing formation tackling head on the transitions in our life as consecrated 

persons which hopefully will lead to transformation. We also  heard  reflections on Pope Fran-

cis’ Gaudete et Exultate on the renewed call for Holiness.  

   Energized and with renewed zeal we continue the journey together...vade praedica! 



 

 —  

6/27 Dominican Family Reunion at the             

Monastery of the Mother of God with the        

Socius of the Master of the Order                        

Fr. Gerard Francisco Timoner III,OP  

Here’s a very Dominican way of going on a pilgrimage. When the sisters who attended the annual retreat in 

English, together with their retreat master Father Gerard Francisco Timoner III, went on a pilgrimage to the 

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Wan Jin, they were welcomed by their brethren, Father Vincent 

Li, Prior of the Vicariate of Taiwan. Before leaving the shrine, Fr. Gerard asked Fr. Vincent to bless the pil-

grims, after which they sang the Salve Regina and proceeded to visit the cloistered Sisters in the nearby 

Monastery of the Mother of God. This is where it really gets bloody Dominican when the “no silence area” 

for receiving visitors slowly gets jam-packed as the nuns arrive one by one. Everyone, was seemingly happy 

to see one another. Joy, being an infallible sign of the presence of God, (N.b. Dominicans are not diffident 

to quote a Jesuit: Pierre Teilhard de Chardin) was the prevalent ambiance, i.e., the ultimate mark of a suc-

cessful preaching. Yes, they promoted each other’s vocation and cheered on each others presence. The 

“revelry” was toned down a bit as Fr. Gerard, the Socius, started to address everyone affirming that Domini-

cans are indeed called to communicate God’s love and mercy through joyful preaching, individually and 

more effectively, as a community. Apparently this triggered the brethren and the sisters to resume their mer-

rymaking, this time with more intensity as both pilgrims and nuns allege who were really “behind bars”. But 

as all good things only last forever in heaven, the pilgrims and the nuns bade each other farewell by singing 

the Salve Regina. Our Lady must be smiling in heaven because finally, the nuns can now resume their        

retreat. 

 

                              “We (sic) have received much joy and encouragement by your love;  

you have set the hearts of God’s holy people at rest“.  

- Philemon 1:7 Jerusalem Bible 

 

by Sr. Jacqueline Manuel, OP 



Sr. Versamin Calamiong took the oath of office as 
Prioress of the Community of Dominican Child De-
velopment Center in Ordot on June 1 ,2018 

6/15 Fr. Gavino San Miguel,OP, 

the President of Sta. Catalina 

University in Matsuyama, Japan 

paid a courtesy visit to the Prior-

ess Provincial and the Sisters of 

CSVF. 

6/20 To commemorate his visit to our 

Province, The Socius of the MO for the 

Asia pacific Region Fr. Gerard Francisco 

Timoner, III.OP presented a papal bless-

ing to the Prioress Provincial Sr. Cecilia 

Hsu. In return she likewise presented Fr. 

Gerard gifts of cookies and first class 

Chinese tea with these gestures a friend-

ship was forged. 


